And Out

How Can You Help?

Stained Glass Studios in Pittsburgh. They have had a num-

ioner will be asked to make a three year pledge to the campaign, and

ber of important commissions, but Father Swain first saw

the Friends of the Resurrection will be solicited to do the same. We

their work in the marvellous new chapel (2001) at St Ed-

need to raise $350,000 to install the glass, air condition the church

mund’s Retreat House in Enders Island. The glorious colours

and start the roof fund. This will be a major way to RENEW GOD’S

and the wonderful symbolism light up that chapel and make

HOUSE for the next 150 years.

The glass maker we have retained is Nick Parrendo of Hunt

it as beautiful as it is.

A three year campaign begins on September 29, 2013. Every parish-

Pledge cards are available, and you may pay all at once, by the

Several of us worked on a scheme for a full set of win-

year, by the month or by the week. There will be envelopes to use to

dows in the nave of the church. The window above the

make sure your contributions are credited. Memorials may be made

high altar, the window in the choir, and the windows on the

of the windows at $6,000 a piece, but whether you have a memorial

back west wall, will all remain untouched. The nave win-

or not, we know you will want to be a part of Renewing God’s House.

dows, though, fairly plain and only dating to 1991, will be
removed.We came up with a scheme beginning with the

Thy Glorious Resurrection:
Renewing God’s House

In every generation, God’s people have to make sacrifices to see to
it that what they have been left by previous generations is not only
conserved, but improved upon. Twelve years ago, that meant installing a new organ, which now rings out every Sunday and more often
too. In our time, it means new stained glass, air conditioning to make
our church welcoming, and the start of a roof fund to make sure our
church is protected from the elements. These are primal things: keeping the church safe from the elements is most necessary. Welcoming
guests and making them comfortable is a biblical imperative. And windows, which allow us inside to see God and His Story, also allow others,
who may never have considered entering this church, to see in.

Looking In

Once we began to think of air conditioning, we understood
that the drafts we have in winter will now be a summer
problem but only in reverse. Although the nave stained
glass was installed only in 1991, the windows themselves
were not renewed, only the glass. The windows and their
installation then, are original. This is what creates great
drafts in many parts of the outer aisles. Then we discovered
that the major cost of this project would be re-installing the
windows and re-leading them. The smaller cost would be
the artistic element of making them arresting and attractive.
We knew we had an exciting and rare chance to add dramatically to the church’s wonderful appearance, and make
a statement about ourselves and the Faith Itself. The slightly

life of Christ by the pulpit and carrying around the church

frosted windows with their rather predictable roundels will

to the shrine of Our Lady of Joy. Windows will include the

give way to active and dramatic stories of the faith acted out

Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, the Epiphany,

life-size in full colour. And of course what stained glass brings

the Presentation in the Temple, the wedding feast at Cana,

to a church is incomparable – one is suddenly worshipping in

the calling of the Apostles, the feeding of the 5000, Zac-

a jewel box of colour, not a white-washed house with clear

chaeus being called from his tree, Jesus stilling the waves

windows. The difference will be immense. Any window can be

and winds, the Roman centurion and his servant being

given in memory of a loved one ($6,000) and several have

healed, Lazarus and Dives, the Last Supper, the Crucifixion

already been reserved.

, Mary Magdalen seeing the Risen Lord, St Thomas seeing
Jesus after doubting him, then two saints important to us:
St Cecilia (for our musical tradition) and St Nicholas (since
Dutch times considered patron of our city). We then had a
dilemma: the window over the Marian shrine could either
ignore their placement or embrace it. We decided on the
latter: one window will be of Our Lady of Walsingham, the
other of Our Lady of Lourdes appearing to St Bernadette
in the Pyrenees. Finally, the smaller window by the front
door (which is visible all night from the street) will show
Noah’s Ark with all kinds of wonderful and charming animals boarding the ship. We hope this will generate a happy
feeling about the church with our friends and neighbours.
It is also an event common to Judaism, Christianity and
Islam.

Looking

Up

Welcoming

Feeling

up at the crucifix, we look up at the candles, we look up at

tune, and indeed it is a lot. We will not be raising that sum during this

ly, an Anglo-Catholic, and said to him, “Why don’t you start coming

most public buildings were not air conditioned. If it was sum-

the ceiling. And what makes us feel more than anything,

campaign. What we will be doing is raising $30,000 to start the Roof

to my church?” “Maybe in the fall,” he said, “but your church is

mer time, it was hot inside and out! For many, the only air

perhaps, that the House of God is in less than good repair?

Fund, to which the Vestry has pledged we will add more every year.

too hot in the summer. I’m taking my business to air conditioned

conditioning available was at the movie theatre! Those days

Water damage on the ceiling!

What’s more natural in a church than looking up? We look

A new roof will cost us approximately $425,000. This seems like a for-

It is also now a matter of evangelisation. I saw an old friend recent-

If you’re over 50 or 60 years old, you remember a time when

This will form the nest egg also from which we can use matching funds

churches!” There was a note of amusement to his tone, but not

are long gone – almost everyone has air conditioning in his

It is the inside manifestation of roof trouble. Our roof is

to attract grants. Of all church needs, rooves in historical districts are

entirely. As now most of the midtown and even neighbourhood

house in all economic brackets, and public buildings are all

original (1868) and nearly 150 years old. It is made of natural

the most likely to receive outside grants, because of the heavy burden

churches in Manhattan are air conditioned, we are one of the last

invariably air conditioned. Air conditioning is now considered

slate from Vermont and from England in two different co-

placed on churches by historical legislation.

of the dinosaurs. If for three or four months of the year, we are

as necessary as heat – it is no longer a luxury.

lours, and then set in a pattern. As we are part of the Upper

Since 2001 alone, we have spent over $125,000 just patching and

inhospitably hot to visitors, will they ever come back? Can we possi-

One Sunday in July, we finished High Mass. The Choir was

East Side Historical District, if it is to be replaced, it must be

repairing the roof. This amount is more than a quarter of the whole

bly compete for attention with churches that are comfortable year-

long since disbanded, and the faithful few were in church. As

replaced in exactly the same way. Go to the island in Park

amount needed to replace roof and start afresh! We must not con-

round? Around World War I, the same argument raged – was cen-

I passed the thermostat, I noticed the inside temperature was

Avenue at 74th Street and look up! It’s wonderful, but it’s

tinue to spend money on retaining the decaying and start spending

tral heat necessary in churches or just stoves here and there? That

94! I understood suddenly that to ask people to sit in heat

going to be costly!

money on total renewal. Edwin Collins, the genius of our rooves, was

question was solved: central heat is necessary. Now this question

like that, relatively dressed up, for 60-90 minutes is not rea-

always very plain: however well we patch and take care of the old,

has been solved: air conditioning is necessary, not a luxury.

sonable…and they won’t do it.

we must plan for the new to come some day soon. The roof will look

We lose three or four months of every year to the heat.

exactly the same but it will keep God’s house dry and safe for another

Some of you have holiday houses, or beach homes, but most

150 years.

simply just stop coming. Many have candidly said they simply
cannot cope with the heat. After such a long break in parish
life, it is very hard to re-constitute either the whole community or the various smaller ones: coffee hour, greeters, altar

PHOTO: RAY Stubblebine

PHOTO: RAY Stubblebine

PHOTO: david enlow

servers, etc.

